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Pave the way
   for e-fuels!

Stop the ban on
 combustion engines!



•	 �Vehicles with combustion engines can be operated 
with low or neutral CO2 emissions by way of renew-
able fuels such as HVO or green electricity-based 
e-fuels. There is no coherent reason to ban the 
combustion engine from a climate protection 
perspective!

•	 �European car manufacturers and suppliers are world 
leaders in the development and production of mod-
ern, efficient combustion engines. About 3.1 million 
jobs and several hundred billion euros in industrial 
added value depend on the combustion engine in 
Europe every year. A blanket ban on the combustion 
engine would be akin to taking an axe to the back-
bone of the European economy and, therefore, hugely 
jeopardise our country’s business location and 
prosperity.

•	 �According to a recent county-wide survey of 15,000 
respondents in France, Poland and Germany, the EU 
ban on new cars with combustion engines from 2035 
is the most unpopular climate protection measure. 
And across all political stripes. The lasting high 
demand for new vehicles with combustion engines 
also shows that the vast majority of drivers still want 
to stick with this familiar drive technology.

•	 �Electromobility enforced on a regulatory basis is 
associated with high costs for the state, the economy 
and consumers and jeopardises affordable mobility: 
e-cars are significantly more expensive to purchase 
and new cost-intensive charging infrastructures are 
needed. Furthermore, the full supply of green elec-
tricity for transport is not guaranteed.

•	 �Combustion engines in various applications and 
designs will continue to be technically indispensable 
in the future because they are the only ones that can 
utilise the high energy content of liquid fuels and, 
therefore, clearly have performance advantages. An 
EU ban means that modern combustion engines can 
no longer be developed, built and used in Germany, 
but outside Europe. China is, therefore, investing in 
the further development of the combustion engine. 
Furthermore, the country dominates both the raw 
materials markets that are relevant to electromobility 
and every stage of the supply chain and, therefore, 
electric car battery production. Europe, therefore, 
faces the threat of new electromobility dependencies.

Why the ban on combustion

engines must be stopped!
What framework conditions 

are needed for e-fuels?

 Why e-fuels are needed

 for road transport!

•	  �Renewable fuels such as e-fuels are the only way to 
include the approximately 1.4 billion vehicles 
worldwide and about 250 million vehicles through-
out the EU, as well as new vehicles with combustion 
engines set to enter the market in the future, in the 
efforts to achieve CO2 neutrality. In 2022, about 95 
percent of cars and lorries registered in Europe had 
an internal combustion engine.

•	 �E-fuels have high energy density and are easy to 
store. They make it possible to import renewable 
energy from the world’s sunny and windy regions in 
liquid form and utilise it.

•	 �E-fuels are quick and versatile. They can be transport-
ed to the customer’s petrol station via the existing 
infrastructure. Technical modifications to the vehicles 
are not required for their use either as an admixture 
or in pure form.

•	 �In the future, e-fuels can be produced for about one 
euro per litre, therefore ensuring that mobility 
remains affordable for consumers and companies.

•	 �The import of green electricity-based liquid fuels for 
transport conserves the limited green electricity 
potential that is urgently required for industry, 
commerce and households and for applications that 
are already electrified.

No blanket ban on combustion engines!

If the EU actually bans new cars, lorries and buses 
with combustion engines in the future, road transport 
will forfeit an enormous area of application for 
e-fuels, which will significantly shrink the sales 
market. However, investors need the investment 
security to be in a position to use e-fuels in all forms 
of transport! In this situation a ramp-up should be 
facilitated instead of being capped.

Facilitate real climate protection!

The European fleet regulation only recognises CO2 
vehicle emissions at the tailpipe. This does not 
include emissions resulting from the manufacture of 
vehicles or production of drive energy (electricity, 
hydrogen or fuels). According to a new report, the EU 
fleet regulation is, therefore, unlawful and prevents 
climate protection. However, a good climate policy 
should take into account all emissions throughout the 
life cycle (life cycle assessment). In addition, it must 
be ensured as soon as possible in the regulation of the 
CO2 fleet limits that the CO2 reduction effect of 
renewable fuels is taken into account in new vehicle 
registrations through the Crediting System.

Reduce energy tax on renewable fuels!

Use of green fuels should be incentivised throughout 
the EU by way of a reduced energy tax rate. This 
would also redress the initial cost disadvantage 
compared to fossil fuels.

Incentivise investment!

Investment incentives must be created so that indus-
trial production projects can be realised. E-fuels 
production could be incentivised by way of an ambi-
tious minimum quota for all transport within the RED. 
Current EU minimum quotas for e-fuels in aviation do 
not provide a sufficient investment incentive.

No CO2 surcharge on lorry tolls 
that use green fuels!

The national HGV toll should take into account use of 
low-CO2 and CO2-neutral fuels to incentivise the use of 
such fuels, e. g. by haulage companies.

Make the EU’s “Fit for 55” regulations 
suitable for e-fuels!

Car and lorry fleet regulation, classification of sus-
tainable investments (taxonomy), Renewable Energy 
Directive, Energy Tax Directive, Eurovignette Direc-
tive and EU Emissions Trading Scheme II for Heat and 
Transport must be designed so that the e-fuels 
ramp-up is stimulated instead of being prevented!
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https://www.crediting-system-for-renewable-fuels.eu/
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UNITI association portrait

UNITI Bundesverband EnergieMittelstand e. V. represents about 90 per cent of medium-sized energy traders in Germany and 
pools expertise in fuels, combustibles and lubricants. More than 4 million customers frequent the approximately 6,200 
roadside petrol stations operated by UNITI member companies daily. This accounts for more than 40 percent of the roadside 
petrol station market. UNITI also organises almost 70 percent of independent petrol stations with about 3,700 independent 
petrol stations. Furthermore, UNITI members supply heat to about 20 million people. Association members cover about 80 per 
cent of the total market for liquid and solid fuels. With a market share of more than 50 per cent, most independent medium-
sized lubricant manufacturers and lubricant distributors in Germany are also association members. Approximately 1,000 
UNITI member companies generate total annual turnover of about 80 billion euros and employ some 80,000 people in 
Germany.
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How are e-fuels manufactured? 

Exclusively renewable!

More informations about E-Fuels: 

www.e-fuels.de


